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Creative Dance, “Hemanta Phaka Chang Kra”
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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the basic information of wild orchids called “Chang Kra” (Rhynchostyls
gigantea) in Mancha Khiri District, Khon Kaen Province, and 2) design a creative dance entitled "Hemanta Phaka
Chang Kra". The target groups for this research comprised local knowledgeable philosophers, monks, and villagers
in Mancha Khiri District, Khon Kaen Province. The research findings are as follows.

The study reveals that Chang Kra orchids are mostly found in Mancha Khiri District, Khon Kaen Province.
There is Chang Kra Orchid Park built at the temple called Wat Pa Mancha Khiri, which is located on the Mancha
Khiri-Chonnabot Road, about 1 kilometer away from Mancha Khiri District. The park covers approximately 15
acres, situated on a large mound in the field. The original name of the temple was "Wat Pa Non Baan Khao” and
it used to have many old trees, some over a hundred years old, totaling around 280 trees. Additionally, there are
over 4,000 Chang Kra orchid trees growing naturally on branches and reproducing in the area. The characteristics
of this orchid species include thick, rigid leaves measuring approximately 25-30 centimeters in length and 5-7
centimeters in width. The leaves have two unequal lobes, a trunk, and uneven sizes. The flowers are pinkish-
white, about 20-40 centimeters long, with approximately 25 to 60 flowers per cluster. These flowers typically
start blooming in December, and fully bloom from January to February each year, emitting a gentle fragrance
throughout the area.

The creation of the creative dance entitled "Hemanta Phaka Chang Kra" involved the following methods:

1) determining the performance concept by integrating dance postures from traditional dance and maternal
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postures, combined with graceful movements to design dance postures and gestures that convey beauty and
gentleness, from budding to blooming of Chang Kra orchid flowers; 2) determining the presentation format in
various aspects, including performance style, music, and costumes to align with the established concept based

on the budding and blooming of the orchid flowers in Mancha Khiri District, Khon Kaen Province.
Keywords: Hemanta, Chang Kra wild orchid, Rhynchostyls Gigantea
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